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The Bordentown & New York Stage was established 
in 1740 by Joseph Borden, Jr. a founder of 
Bordentown, New Jersey. Cargo and passengers 
were transported by “stage boat” from Philadelphia 
and transported up the Delaware River to 
Bordentown and then by “stage waggon” to Perth 
Amboy before being ferried to lower Manhattan.   
The full trip took three days. 

The stage line is believed to have operated until the 
early 1790’s except during the Revolutionary War 
when transportation lines were disrupted 
throughout the New Jersey.









The earliest reported usage of a cover with a specific reference to the 
Bordentown Stage is a cover dated August 23, 1775 from Philadelphia to 
Richard Waln in Walnford, New Jersey.  The  writer endorsed the cover “Pr 
Bordentown Stage.”

Walnford is located just off the old colonial road to Perth Amboy. 
Richard Waln was a wealthy Quaker merchant from Philadelphia. In 1772 he 
purchased a large tract of property in the New Jersey countryside and built a 
mansion house for his family of six children as well as a grainery and mill for 
his business. His property became known as “Walnford.” Waln’s religious 
beliefs and his business interests resulted in his refusal to support the 
American position with the coming of the Revolutionary War. In 1777, he 
was arrested and in effect, deported through enemy lines, to Staten Island 
which was under British occupation while his family remained in Walnford.  
A year later, he returned, was again arrested, but was able to make application 
to the revolutionary authorities and was permitted to remain.  Waln’s
decendants continued to live on the property for nearly 200 years. The 
property was purchased by Monmouth County in 1985 and after restoration, is 
preserved today as a county park.









The most well known marking used on the Bordentown 
Stage is the famed “New York & Bordenton Stage”
handstamp of which only six covers have been recorded.  
The handstamp is reported with usages beween August 
and November, 1786. This time period happens to 
coincide with the first year of government contract stage 
mail service which has led to speculation whether this 
handstamp marking is something more than a private 
carrier marking.

























HANDSTAMP MARKINGS

The six reported examples of the “Bordenton & New York Stage” handstamp in chronological order by date with 
known auction sale history, include:

(1) August 23, 1786 usage on folded paper originating at “George Ryale’s” with ms. notation posted “1 mile out of 
Trenton” to Walnford; illustrated in Calvet M. Hahn, “The Post Office During Confederation (1782-9), Part V,”
The Collectors Club Philatelist, September-October 1991, Figure 55, p.340; Calvet M. Hahn, “Express Business: 
Origins and Definitions,” The Penny Post, July 2003, Figure 8, pp. 56 & 60; John A. Fox Auctions, Hollowbush
Collection, August 15, 1966, lot no. 1.

(2) September 10, 1786 usage on folded letter from Philadelphia with ms. notation “pr. Bordent’n Stage Boat” to 
Hydestown (now Hightstown, NJ); Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc., Edith M. Faulstich Collection, Sale 
440, November 19-21, 1973, lot no. 332; Butterfield-Johnson-Gillio Auction, Sale 6534, October 7, 1996, lot no. 
1825; illustrated in William C. Coles, Jr., The Postal Markings of New Jersey Stampless Covers, The Collectors 
Club of Chicago, 1983, Figure 8, p. 13 and in Alex L. ter Braake, coord., The Posted Letter in Colonial and 
Revolutionary America, 1628-1790, The American Philatelic Society Library, 1975, Figure B-16, p. B-40. 

(3) September 23, 1786 usage on folded letter from Philadelphia to Hydestown with ms. notation “pr Bordentown 
Stage;” H.R. Harmer, Inc., Edwin Mayer Collection, February 17, 1967, lot 3010; Robert A. Siegel Auction 
Galleries, Inc., Sale 426, February 14-16, 1973, lot no. 332

(4) October 10, 1786 Quaker date usage on folded letter being the only example with two strikes of handstamp from 
Philadelphia to Walnford with ms. notation “pr Bordentown Stage boat;” Matthew Bennett, Siskin Collection, 
Sale 290, October 7, 2005, lot no. 249.

(5) October 28, 1786 usage on folded letter from Philadelphia to Walnford with ms. notation “pr Stage;” illustrated in 
Margaret S. Pierce, Early Stage and Mail Routes Through West Jersey, Fourteenth American Philatelic Congress, 
1948, p. 21; Weiss Auctions, October 30, 2004, lot no. 2198

(6) November 21, 1786 usage on folded letter to Perth Amboy; H.R. Harmer, Inc., July 15, 1968, lot no. 35; Stan Gib
Inc., November 11, 1972, lot no. 28; Al Zimmerman, December 7, 1976, lot no. 23; Richard J. Frajola, Inc., 
September 9, 1989, lot no. 381.



MANUSCRIPT MARKINGS

(1) January 6, 1775 usage on folded letter from Crosswicks to Philadelphia with ms. notation 
“pr Favour B Town Stage.” A possible earliest recorded use on the Bordentown Stage, 
however “B” could refer to a competitor, the Burlington Stage. 

(2) August 23, 1775 usage on folded letter from Philadelphia to Walnford with ms. notation 
“pr Bordentown Stage,” Matthew Bennett, Siskin Collection, Sale 290, October 7, 2005, 
lot no. 152.  The earliest recorded use on the Bordentown Stage with positive attribution.

(3) May 16, 1784 usage on folded letter from New York to Philadelphia with ms. notation “Pr. 
Bordentown Stage,” Matthew Bennett, Siskin Collection, Sale 290, October 7, 2005, lot 
no. 237.  This is the only recorded example of a usage over the entire route from north to 
south.

(4) July 13, 1785 usage on folded letter from Philadelphia to Hydestown with ms. notation “p 
Bordentown boat with a Highland,” Al Zimmerman, March 18, 1980, lot no. 8

(5) May 2, 1787 usage on folded letter from Philadelphia to Hydestown with ms. notation “pr 
Bordentown Stage, illustrated in Calvet M. Hahn, “The Post Office During Confederation 
(1782-9), Part V,” September-October 1991, The Collectors Club Philatelist, Figure 56, p. 
344

(6) August 14, 1790 usage on folded letter from Philadelphia to Hydestown with ms. notation 
“p Bordentown Stage,” Al Zimmerman, March 18, 1980, lot no. 10.

(7) __, 1792 usage on folded letter from Philadelphia to Hydestown with ms. notation “p 
Stage Boat,” Al Zimmerman, March 18, 1980, lot no. 11.  The latest recorded date of an 
apparent Bordentown Stage usage.
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