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A Salute to Chicks!!!A Salute to Chicks!!!

Don’t even think about trying the website: www.LiveChicks.com!



The Regs were written for 
“Live Chicks!” And Bees!“Live Chicks!” ... And Bees! 

Does there exist a 25¢ example featuring one of these three critters?Does there exist a 25¢ example featuring one of these three critters?



Alternate TitleAlternate Title...

That’s Like What? Four Stamps??That’s Like What?  Four Stamps??

A 
Typical 
Album 
Page



Kitschy Exhibit Phrase...Kitschy Exhibit Phrase...
“What an Album Page Should Look Like!”

How 
About 
15?

(or 16?)



Quick Chronology...
1925 – Service Introduced - 25¢ 

gy

1928 – 2nd Printing 25¢ (January)
1928 – Rates Reduced  (July)
1928 25¢ R ll d (A t)1928 – 25¢ Recalled  (August) 
1940 – 2nd Printing 10, 15, 20¢
1955 – Experimental Dry Printing1955 – Experimental Dry Printing
1959 – Final Recall from Philatelic Sales

Rates now exceed highest denominationg
2011 – Service Still Alive and Well! 



Proofs

13 Trial Colors
Large Die 

Proof

Carmine Lake Deep Green

One Set – Held Privately             Five Sets 



Plate Proof from 
National Postal Museum

 200 Subject 200 Subject 
 Flat Plate
 Unwatermarked Unwatermarked
 Perf. 11 Only



Hot off the pressHot off the press...
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First Day of Issue – April 11, 1925
QE4 Single          QE4 Combo with E13

Mint, NH (2011 CV)
$ 225 $ 1,300         



First Day of Issue Plate BlocksFirst Day of Issue – Plate Blocks
QE4 Single          QE4 Combo with E13

Mint NHMint, NH 
$ ??? (???) $ 3,575 (2005)        



First Day of Issue – Third’s a Charm
Worden Cover with QE4 PB and 551 Plate Strip

$ 1,093,
Nov. 2008



First Printings – 25¢ Stamps

1925 Deep – Green          1928 Yellow - Green

Mint, NH (2011)
$37.50 $ 32.50         



Two “Major” Plate Varieties
(Catalog-Listed)

N l St “A T” i STATES “T A” i POSTAGENormal Stamp “A-T” in STATES “T-A” in POSTAGE

Mint, NH (2011 CV)Mint, NH (2011 CV)
$37.50 $120 $190



Several “Minor” Plate Varieties
(Not Catalog-Listed)

“A-T” Reaching Broken “T” “Cloudy” French Summary



New Plate Variety!y
Discovered in 2008

N l “A T” B kNormal “A-T” Break

New Discovery: “Dot on the T”



1928 Y ll G 25¢ P i ti1928 Yellow-Green 25¢ Printing

Used Examples are Scarce... “Unknown on Cover!”

( f f )(except for a few modern contrived pieces!)



“U k C ” ‘til l t th!“Unknown on Cover…” ‘til last month!

New EDU for stamp:

May 1928May 1928



1928 Printing – Why so rare?1928 Printing – Why so rare?   

July 10, 1928 Withdrawal & Redemption Notice:



N (L ) R t I t d dNew (Lower) Rates Introduced
FDC - June 25, 1928

Uncacheted Combo – QE1, QE2 & QE3

Catalog Value  (2011)
$ 45 $ 350 



FDCs with Cachets...

Cacheted Combo – QE1, QE2 & QE3

Catalog Value  (2011)
$ 200 $ ??? 



My Favorite FDCs...My Favorite FDCs...
By Hugh M. Southgate

The New Rates Didn’t Take Effect Until July 1, 1928

And of course, they rate out perfectly!



History of Printing...    1    2
... As learned through “socked on the nose” cancels:

Certified
EDU!



1955 Experimental Printing1955 Experimental Printing
“Wet”   vs.  “Dry”  Paper“Wet”   vs.  “Dry”  Paper

1928

≥1941

1955



1955 Experimental Printing1955 Experimental Printing
“Wet”   vs.  “Dry”  Paper“Wet”   vs.  “Dry”  Paper

WET DRY



1955 Experimental Printing1955 Experimental Printing
Rarity only recently recognized... 

EDU Above; Six examples known! 



1955 Experimental Printing
All used stamps had the same Catalog Value:

(and the nomenclature was backwards) 

2007



1955 Experimental Printingp g
Catalog numbers changed; used dry-prints not priced.

2008



1955 Experimental Printingp g
Rare used. Not known on cover!



“WANTED – Dead or Alive!” 

Special Handling  - Rarest Modern Covers?



“U k C ” ‘til l t S t b !“Unknown on Cover…” ‘til last September!

New EDU for cover:

August 1, 1957

Unaddressed

Uncachetedg ,
eBay Story…



Some Closing Thoughts...
A Common Stamp – Pursued by a “Beginner” 
A L k Fi d N h d i l l k d t

g g

A Lucky Find – No one had previously looked at
“The Whole Issue”

Rarities:
There is only one set of Trial Colors
Dry Prints – 10 & 20 ¢ Not Known on Cover 

Rare Used – 20 ¢ Not KnownRare Used 20 ¢ Not Known
Was the June 1928 Printing on Booklet Paper?
Is there a 25¢ on a Chick or Bee Wrapper?

What is the Future of Special Handling? 



Can Special Handling Save the USPS???
A New Revenue Source for 2011!A New Revenue Source for 2011! 

Today – Special Handling is “Suggested,” but not “Required”



Some Special Pieces...p

Postal Inspector’s Suggestion in 1935...   Needed more distinction!



“I’m not the first with the 
philatelic gene run amok!”philatelic gene run amok!” 

Special Handling neither authorized nor intended (but “permitted”)



Zeppelin ‘Round the World!pp

Special Handling neither authorized nor intended (but “permitted”)



Zeppelin to South America!pp

Special Handling neither authorized nor intended (but “permitted”)
What in the world was the sender thinking? Was he thinking of me?



See Ya Later, Alligator! , g

Any Questions?



U.S. Stamp Trivia Question..p
What U.S. stamp or series holds the record for the 
longest use in commercial service??? Forlongest use in commercial service??? For 
example, the Prexies ran from 1938 to 1954, a 
total of 16 years. There may be multiple 
categories – stamps, stationery, etc – but there 
should be one clear winner for longevity. 
Guideline is availability at the post office or y p
philatelic window. Who could tell if a 3 cent 
Liberty might not still be available at some rural 
office (and many of us still use 19th centuryoffice (and many of us still use 19th century 
postage on our mail) – these don’t count! My 
candidate? Surprise – Special Handling 10, 15 and 
20 t t 1928 1959 t t l f 31 !20 cent stamps: 1928-1959, a total of 31 years!



U.S. Stamp Trivia Question..p
Answers (Partial List)...

$2 Harding Prexy – 1938 to 1978 = 40 years!

2¢ JeffersonOctober 22, 1954 to July 31, 1983 = 
29 years –

Special Handling 10, 15 and 20 cent stamps: 
1928 1959 t t l f 31 !1928-1959, a total of 31 years!


